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Framing Statements for Sequencing Assignments 

1. Research Question: This is where the students form an idea. The students are in control of 

how the rest of the class looks like for themselves because of this. The class bases its 

approach on the narrative of a final portfolio. This question is the inception of the 

narrative. Through their own choice, students influence in what manner they will 

navigate the class and how they will approach research regarding writing studies. This 

essentially allows students to join a conversation in a discourse community, making 

every student some form of involved writer by the end of the class. The students will also 

encounter primary and secondary sources. The secondary sources will be read and 

discussed in the classroom setting, such as Gee, Downs, Dirk, and Johns, while the 

primary sources will be the students’ responsibility to locate and explore. This 

introduction to sources helps lead into the next major assignment, while also focusing on 

a question to start the research project on. 

2. Annotated Bibliography: Building from the initial question, the annotated bibliography 

allows students to interact with different texts within a discourse community. From their 

autonomous decision to inquire about a subject, comes the education on said subject. 

Here students will examine the canon within a community and begin to understand how 

texts speak to each other. This adds more weight to their question, as now they now begin 

understanding themselves as a future text within the conversation, within the set canon. 

Their contribution matters, and through their education and research learn to understand 

themselves in relation to a community consistently building off itself. 

3. Revised Question and First Draft: From their research, students will not be able to revise 

their question from an informed frame of reference. Understanding how the conversation 

has unfolded and their new place in it, students now begin to draft an early version of 

their essay. This essay focuses more on the organization of ideas and early formations of 

writing rather than gunning a fully realized final draft. This draft is only a skeleton for the 

students to reference and build upon as the class continues. 

4. Presentation on Research: From this point, students understand how they could present 

their ideas. However, now they must present their research, its importance, its connection 

to genre or rhetoric, and their place within the discussion. Once they have a specific 

question which students refine and reaffirm through a draft, students fully explore and 

present their research and some conclusions to the class. This frame forces the students to 

understand their community and argument in reference to what the class has covered so 

far. There are various readings throughout the semester which allow students to explore 

their research through a genre and rhetoric lens. Here they can play with their research in 

a way which focuses on process. I want to stray away from the ideas of writing process as 

simply drafting an essay. The writing process is messy, research heavy, and thoughtful. 

This presentation allows students to explore their own process while also preparing them 

for a final draft of the essay, as this will aid students in completing their research and 

expanding their contexts for their writing. As research is such an integral part of the 

writing process, this gives students a space to showcase and emphasize their process. 

5. Final Draft: Finally, the students complete a final draft. This is where the entire class 

culminates into a final draft of an essay. This essay should be fully formed with all the 
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features of the genre while analyzing, observing, and concluding on the research tasks 

each student picked at the beginning of the semester. The entire semester assignment 

sequence leads students through the writing process allowing them time to reflect, revise, 

and redraft in order to complete a final draft, concluding their initial inquiry at the 

beginning of the semester. Students will already achieve thoughtful analysis through the 

presentation assignment and have a skeleton detailing the organization of ideas from their 

first draft. The students also have a question and a knowledge of the research community 

while also finding a place for themselves to fit inside the canon. The final draft is the pay 

off the entire course, as the students will be able to complete their final portfolios around 

the narrative of revision, discovery, reexamination, and analysis. By the end of the 

finished draft, students will explore the different stations involved in the writing process 

while interacting with various genres of the process (proposal, annotated bibliography, 

drafts, presentation, and reflections). Within the Writing About Writing model, students 

will not only draft an essay but also be able to comment on their experience in a fear free 

space, inviting room for honesty, exploration, and future writing endeavors. Student will 

not be perfect writers but will obtain the tools necessary to be and stay successful within 

the writing lens. 


