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Major Assignment 1: Research Proposal and Reflection 

Congratulations! You’ve been asked to complete a semester long research assignment! This is 

your chance to join a conversation. While other research assignments may have asked you to 

research a topic with already set outcome of results, this time you will approach your research 

with a genuine question and will receive answers that will add to an existing canon of literary 

discourse. This question will be focused on an aspect of writing studies specifically focused 

around a certain discourse community. 

Think back to the reading we have already done on Gee, Dirk, Downs, and Johns. Their research 

was based in genre, rhetoric, and discourse communities. These readings will be instrumental in 

how we navigate research. These will be considered “secondary” sources for your work as they 

shape our perspective on the research question. Any other readings from the class as well can be 

used as secondary sources. These sources are instrumental in beginning to think about your 

question and in what area you want to focus on. A primary source should detail firsthand 

experience of the community or topic in question. If your topic is on basketball per say, and you 

want to talk about how media talks about Lebron James, then a transcript of an ESPN newscast 

talking about Lebron would be a primary source. 

PURPOSE 

Why are we doing this? This is a semester long research project which will result in discovery 

and analysis of research communities and how they use writing to shape their communities. 

What can it be about? Anything you want! As long as it speaks about how a specific discourse 

community and how they use writing within the community. Who does this have to be about? 

A specific discourse community. Think back some of the previous readings of Gee, Johns, 

Downs, and Dirk about discourse communities, rhetoric, and genre, respectively. Think about 

what constitutes a discourse community. The more specific the better. If you want to write about 

teachers, then go deeper to English Composition Teachers at the University of Central Florida. 

Then think about how they use writing to inform and establish their communities. Do we have to 

do this? Yes, this is the first step in a multi-line process of writing a research-based essay. This 

is creation of a question in which you can leave your mark. Think of this as a cooking class, this 

is your meal idea. The result is a dish idea with all sides and garnishes. But first you must think 

about what to make. 

GOALS 

❖ Decide a topic of study. 

❖ Plan a direction to take your research essay. Where do you think research will take this 

question? 

❖ Create a foundation for a semester long research assignment on this particular discourse 

community. 

❖ Decide what specifically about writing studies you want to cover for this discourse 

community. This class will more be geared toward Genre, Rhetoric, and Discourse 

Communities. 

WHAT WILL THIS CONSIST OF? 

o An introduction of your discourse community of focus a topic. Think of a question about 

a certain group. Think about something you want to discover from this group. How do 
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they use writing? How does it inform their identity as a discourse community? How can 

we identify this community and their writing? 

o Create a question you want to explore through your research. 

o Explain the significance of this research. Why is this important to speak about? Why is it 

important to research? This is an important question to answer to continue researching. 

Why does this specific aspect of writing studies in this particular community need 

attention? These first three components should be around approximately 400-500 

words. 

o Begin interacting with primary sources on your topic or secondary sources we have 

discussed in class. Summarize the text and begin relating to how it will interact with your 

research. You must interact with a primary source and a secondary source. This 

component should be around 200-250 words. 

o You will also reflect on what you’ve learned about your process through this activity. 

What have you learned about inventing a question? What was your process like in 

crafting your initial question? What other questions did you have in mind and why did 

you choose this one? This is equally as important as drafting your proposal so please 

bring attention and care to this component. This should be around 200-300 words. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

I will grade based on how you completed the goals and components set out in this prompt. The 

focus is creating a plan which will direct the rest of your experience within this class. This 

proposal will be a bit informal so there is little pressure in developing in your voice for this 

assignment but know that I want to hear what you have to say and what you sound like in your 

writing. This expectation will build throughout semester. Use MLA formatting when writing 

your paper. Cite your sources using MLA formatting as well. For more information on MLA 

please refer to you Easy Writer textbook pages 214-268. 
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Major Assignment 2: Research Proposal and Reflection 

Onto the next step! You have successful crafted your first question! Keeping in line with the 

baking allegory, you have an idea of what to make, now you need to find ingredients. What are 

these ingredients? Resources and literature! 

Use the library and other tools to research your question. You really want to find out what 

the community has to say about your question, discourse community, and how they use writing 

studies in those contexts. You are to find 6 sources on your topic, with at least 3 being sources 

about writing studies (works from your textbook can be used here). Think back to the sources 

you began interacting with in Major Assignment 1. You can use those here! 

PURPOSE 

Why are we doing this? To gain a better understanding of the conversation you are joining with 

your research. Do we have to do this? Yes, this is the next step in a multi-line process of 

writing a research-based essay. From your first question, you are to learn more about your topic. 

This is your chance to explore the field and gain an understanding of what has already been said 

and how your question builds on this “canon”. 

GOALS 

❖ Create a list of sources you will use. You must have 3 primary sources 3 secondary 

sources at least. 

❖ Summarize the sources in terms of content. 

❖ Begin relating how these sources relate to each other and to your question. Are these 

sources responding to one another? What is their relationship in terms of the topic? Can 

sources speak to one another? If so, how? 

WHAT WILL THIS CONSIST OF? 

o A list of sources referenced in MLA Format. 

o Brief (250 word) descriptions of the sources. What do they consist of? How are you 

going to use them to inform your question? The sources must include 3 primary sources 

and 3 secondary sources. Primary is directly about the topic (remember the Lebron 

example, this would be an ESPN broadcast transcript about him) and secondary is items 

about writing studies, etc. (this is where the class readings will come into play). Again, 

you are gathering ingredients and really studying them. This is what you think you might 

need to make your meal, so really think about what is going to be into what you make. 

This expands from the first assignment as now you are getting the necessary pieces to 

fully create a final product. 

o Finally, you are to write a short reflection. Focus on these questions: What did you learn 

about research through this assignment? How did you handle finding sources? How did 

you approach finding sources and come to choose certain sources over others? Were 

there any you had to drop? How can a list and summary of sources help you create a 

draft? This should be around 300-400 words, approximately. Double spaced. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

I will grade based on how you completed the goals and components set out in this prompt. The 

focus is creating a reference list that builds on your question. This list should focus on the how 
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the sources relate to your questions and inquiries about the community. I will also assess the 

insightfulness of your reflection. Are you not only inquiring the sources but your own process in 

creating this assignment? Use MLA formatting when writing your paper. Cite your sources using 

MLA formatting as well. For more information on MLA please refer to you Easy Writer 

textbook pages 214-268.  
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Major Assignment 3: Revised Question, First Draft, and Reflection 

Now that you have your foundation, its time to begin a draft. You may be thinking, “is this too 

soon to begin writing?” The answer is, no! You are to examine your questions and ideas in 

relation to the research you did and begin to create a draft. 

What is a draft? For this assignment, I want you to begin focusing on organizing ideas on the 

page. You should have some features of the essay already in place such as: 1) a statement of 

purpose detailing what your goals are for the essay and your research; 2) at least 2 sections of the 

essay where you detail some of you research and begin to analyze your research in context with 

your sources. 

PURPOSE 

This assignment asks you to look back on Major Assignments 1 and 2. Look back at your 

question. Do you want to change it now since you did some research on your community? Do 

you want to refine your question? This assignment also asks you to build a working draft of your 

research essay project. You will begin by writing a statement of purpose and sections which 

detail not only what you want t cover but also what your observations and research has consisted 

of thus far. 

 

GOALS 

❖ Create a draft of your essay with identifiable features of an essay. 

❖ Refine and revise your research question with what you have learned so far through your 

research. 

 

WHAT WILL THIS CONSIST OF? 

o A draft of your essay which consists of: 1) a statement of purpose (around 500 words) 

which details your updated question, introduces your topic, and details what specifically 

you will cover in your essay; and 2) a body (around 750-1000 words) detailing your 

research, your observations, and beginning analysis of your research and sources. This 

should include discussions building off the questions answered in Major Assignment 2. 

How do these sources relate to each other? How does the research fit into our discussions 

about writing studies? What are the implications of your findings? What can your 

findings tell us about writing studies within that discourse community? 

o Now, reflect. What did you discover about writing through writing these first pages of 

your process? What were some of your difficulties? Are there any places you think you 

need to focus on more? What are some of the areas you seemed to gravitate towards 

while writing these pages? This should be around 300-400 words, double spaced. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

I will grade based on how you completed the goals and components set out in this prompt. The 

focus is drafting a beginning essay. Does it have a statement of purpose? Are you interacting 

with your sources and research in a meaningful way? I will also assess the insightfulness of your 

reflection. Are you not only drafting a paper but your own process in creating this draft? Use 
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MLA formatting when writing your paper. Cite your sources using MLA formatting as well. For 

more information on MLA please refer to you Easy Writer textbook pages 214-268. 

If you need help writing, please know there are resources to help you! The Writing Center is 

dedicated to help you conceptualize your writing and there are worksheets on how to begin 

writing with consistent features. My door is also open help you draft these pieces! Feel free to 

ask about anything you have issues with! 

After all this, congrats you have just written a draft of the body of an essay and a thesis 

statement! You are visualizing the meal! You are tasting the ingredients and trying to see how 

they all come together before a final go about it. You are almost these to making your meal! 
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Major Assignment 4: Presentation on Research 

Alright so now you have finished a first draft of your essay. You should now understand some 

mechanics of how your ideas are coming across on the page. Now, go back and revisit your last 

two major assignments. You did research and then began relating the research to your draft. 

Focus back on the research and prepare a presentation on your research. What are your findings? 

What sources are you using? How are the primary sources relating to your findings? What is 

being answered from your question? 

PURPOSE 

This assignment asks you to look back on Major Assignments 2 and 3. Focus about your findings 

on your research. This is your time to show to a large group what this community is as well as 

your place in it. 

 

GOALS 

❖ Create a presentation on research findings. 

❖ Understand the conversation with greater context and within larger parameters of 

discourse. 

❖ Identify where your research fits into the discourse. 

 

WHAT WILL THIS CONSIST OF? 

o The presentation should be around 10-15 minutes in length and should be presented as if 

the audience knows nothing. This presentation can be either a PowerPoint or Prezi 

presentation. You should showcase what you have been researching and begin to 

analyze how your findings are relating to your question. What conclusions are you 

drawing? What visual aids are you utilizing, if any? Really explain to us about what you 

are finding and how it relates to what we are learning in this class. Explain why your 

sources are important to helping you to discovery. How are these findings helping you 

join the conversation? Tell us why this is important! Think about these questions as well: 

how does rhetoric play into your findings? How does genre? What are some of the 

features of the genres present in community? What can their usage be saying about that 

community? How can your finding relate to some of the pieces we read for this class? 

o A reflection (approximately 300 words) about this assignment. What did you learn 

about your own writing process from this presentation? Did it help you organize your 

thoughts you built in Major Assignment 3? Where did you struggle? In what ways could 

you see yourself benefiting from this presentation in terms of writing your essay? 

 

ASSESSMENT 

I will grade based on how you completed the goals and components set out in this prompt. The 

focus is showcasing an advanced knowledge on your topic, chosen discourse community, and 

research findings. A successful presentation will: show substantial knowledge of sources, present 

research finding in an effective and fun way, relate the findings to a greater concept of writing 

studies, and comment on the current conversation within the discourse community. It will also 
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answer: how are you joining the conversation? I will also assess the insightfulness of your 

reflection. Are you not only crafting a presentation on research but assessing how it fits within 

your own understand of process in creating a research essay? Use MLA formatting when writing 

your paper. Cite your sources using MLA formatting as well. For more information on MLA 

please refer to you Easy Writer textbook pages 214-268.  

This should be a showcase of what you have so far. Show us what you got!  
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Major Assignment 5: Final Draft and Final Portfolio 

Look back at your presentation. All this information you included in the presentation is relevant 

to your essay! This is you finally making your meal! You had an idea, you gathered ingredients, 

had a trial run in cooking, and surveyed how the ingredients are working for you. For this final 

draft you are to fine tune and create a working draft of your research essay. 

PURPOSE 

This assignment asks you to look back on all the major assignments you have done in this class. 

Look at your first draft and revise it with the new information you gathered and presented on in 

Major Assignment 4. Revising means to reimagine a piece with new context, either expanding, 

slimming, or making global changes to a work in progress. If you have any questions about 

revision please feel free to ask me and/or refer to you Writing about Writing textbook, page 858. 

It is a piece by Nancy Sommers addressing the topic. We reviewed this in class recently. 

 

GOALS 

❖ Revise and create a final draft of your research essay. 

❖ Gather all materials for your final portfolio. 

 

WHAT WILL THIS CONSIST OF? 

o A revised and rewritten final draft of your research essay. Look back at your first 

draft and presentation. You created a statement of purpose and put some of your findings 

on the page. In your presentation, you gave context to your sources and related how 

writing studies fit into your addition to the conversation. Now it’s time to incorporate all 

these elements into an essay. First introduce your topic. Give some context about what 

you want to discuss. This should be followed by your purpose statement. Tell us where 

this essay is going. Next, take you body paragraphs from the first discussion and 

incorporate some of your ideas from your presentation. Write new sections detailing your 

research, your observations, how you are analyzing these observations in relation to your 

primary sources and give thought to what it means for writing studies in that niche 

community. How does genre and rhetoric fit into your findings? What conclusions are 

you making about this community because of this? Here is where you want to answer you 

question. Finally, conclude your essay. This section should reflect on your findings and 

connect it the greater conversation of writing studies. (Here’s the fun fact: You have 

already done most of this! In your draft you began formulating your ideas on paper and in 

the presentation, you became acquainted with the conversation you were joining and how 

you fit into it. Now organize these thoughts and findings onto your paper and find ways 

to expand what you set up in the last two major assignments.) This paper must be in 

MLA format and should be approximately 2250-2500 words, doubled spaced.  

o A final portfolio consisting of all the major assignments in order of completion. 

o A reflection on the final portfolio. How did these assignments inform your writing 

process? What narrative can you make from these assignments? What was your 

experience throughout this class? How did each assignment work towards this final goal? 

What were the strengths and highs of your experience? What were the low points? Try to 
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frame the assignments in a way which shows your personal progression with writing and 

the writing process. This should be around 750 words. 

This is the culmination of the entire writing process. This is where it leads! 

 

ASSESSMENT 

I will grade based on how you completed the goals and components set out in this prompt. The 

focus is on the crafting of a revised essay which addresses your research topic and findings in an 

organized manner, analyzes and synthesizes conclusions, and find the relation to writing studies 

which we covered in class. I will also assess the insightfulness of your reflection. Are you not 

only revising a paper but examining your own process in creating this draft? Use MLA 

formatting when writing your paper. Cite your sources using MLA formatting as well. For more 

information on MLA please refer to you Easy Writer textbook pages 214-268.  


